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Minutes of the Meeting 

1. 	The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. Members present were leonard Clark, 

chairman; Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Roger Ingraham, Maureen Griffrth, Becky 

Kraussmann, Steve Squire, and Beth Magura, recording secretary. A quorum was established. 

2. 	 Review of the minutes of the 9/10/2018 special meeting: Becky Kraussmann made a motion 
to approve the minutes from the 9/10/18 meeting; this motion was seconded by Donald 

Passardi. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

3. 	 Review of SHAC's presentation at the Board of Selectmen meeting, held on 9/18/2018. 

On 9/8/2018, SHAC presented its current recommendations for the Pinney School, the Witt 
School, the Community Center, and the Christopher Allen Bridge. (SHAC's Report 1 about the 

Witt School and Report 2 about the Pinney School have been posted to the Town's website 

with the minutes of the 9/18/2018 Board of Selectmen meeting. Report 3 presents 

recommendations for the impending renovation of the fieldstone fa~de of the Community 

Center entranceway; it was posted with SHAC's special meeting minutes for 9/10/2018.) 

About SHAC's recommendationslor the decommissioned Pinney School: 
Commissioners discussed reactions to SHAC recommendations to appended easements to 

preserve the historic exterior of the school and to restrict placement of a parking lot in the 

front yard. Some townspeople who attended the BOS meeting viewed SHAC 
recommendations as impediments to selling the Pinney building. Some citizens in attendance 

doubted the ability to enforce easementsl and so did not support the idea. First Selectman 

Mary Mitta concluded the discussion by saying that the BOS would consult with the Town 
counsel and with the realtor that is eventually hired. 

Chairman Clark remarked that SHAC has stated its case, and the matter now is in the hands of 
the BOS. 

About SHAC's recommendationslor the Community Centers fieldstone fa~ade: 
SHAC Vice Chairman Donald Passardi said that Facilities Supervisor Bruce DaviS has requested 
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that SHAC members discuss with him estimates for repair of the original fieldstone fa~ade 

during the next few days. This is in response to SHAC's recommendation that the original 

fieldstone fa~ade not be demolished, as is currently planned. A meeting on September 25, 
2018, is expected. 

Mr. Passardi suggested that the audiotape of a 9/10/2018 phone consultation with a local 
mason be played for Mr. Davis; the group agreed this would be informative for Mr. Davis. 

Mr. Passardi had talked with another local mason, who had decided against bidding on the 

Community Center job. The mason said he didn't like the renovation design that was being 

put out for bid. In addition, the mason had felt that demolition of the original fieldstone 

fa~ade was not a necessity. 

Mr. Passardi mentioned the option of a compromise design, such as elimination of the vinyl 

siding in order to cover the entire entranceway with thin-stone veneer, an option that might 
more closely replicate the current exterior treatment of the entranceway. 

Coincidentally, one day after the 9/18/2018 BOS meeting. Mr. Passardi happened to pass by 

the Community Center, and he saw a van parked there that appeared to have backed into the 

original fieldstone fa~ade; the van's bumper was right up against the fieldstone. SHAC 

Chairman Clark forwarded photos taken by Mr. Passardi to First Selectman Mitta, so she could 

share these with Mr. Davis. Mr. Passardi commented that thin-stone veneer would likely have 
shattered if struck by a bumper in this way. (The Community Center lacks curbing around the 

building.) 

Commissioners discussed how one would repair the original fieldstone fa~ade if this was the 

option chosen by Mr. Davis. The local mason who favored repair of the original fieldstone 

fa~ade had commented that sections of the stonework would require redoing. that is, areas 
of a dozen stones or more would be removed for repair. Commissioner Steve Squire, who has 

worked in the building trades for many years, has had firsthand experience recycling 

materials such as bricks. Someone remarked that new fieldstone could be acquired instead of 

chipping mortar off the fieldstone taken from the fa~ade. Based on his experience, Mr. Squire 
said it would be hard to match the original fieldstone with newly acquired stones. 

All Commissioners acknowledged again that we are late to intervene in Mr. Davis' renovation 

plans. However, a sincere attempt to save this unique Arts and Crafts era structure falls within 
the mission of the Historic Advisory Commission. Once a historic building is demolished, it is 

gone forever. 
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AboutSHAC's recommendations for the decommissioned WittSchool: Commissioners said 
that the fate of the Witt building is now in the hands of the Board of Selectmen (First 
Selectman Mary Mitta, Selectman John locke and Selectman Rick Hartenstein.) 

AboutSHAC's recommendations for the historic Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring Street: 
Recording Secretary Beth Magura presented to the Commissioners a draft of Report 4, 
"Review of the Deteriorating Condition of the Historic Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring 
Street," which lists three recommendations to the BOS that have been approved by SHAC. 
They are as follows: 

Recommendation 1: Expediting the repair of the dislodged granite veneer by an 
experienced mason before winter weather intervenes. If repair cannot be scheduled in the 

next few weeks, SHAC strongly recommends retrieval of these custom-hewn, curved granite 
blocks from the river bed for storage in a safe location. A high-water event could result in 
these custom-hewn blocks being washed downstream or damaged, which would further 
delay and complicate the repair of the veneer which protects the bridge's substructure. 

Recommendation 2: SHAC recommends that the BOS develop plans to correct the drainage 
problem that, for many years, has progressively been destabilizing the southwestern wall of 
the Hyde Park entrance that is an integral part of the Allen Bridge itself. 

Recommendation 3: SHAC recommends that the Board of Selectmen (BOS) develop plans for 
repointing of the entire surface of the Allen Bridge and Hyde Park entrance. ConnDOT cites 
"areas of slight shifting of stone course with loss of mortar" on the southwest wingwall where 
the veneer fell off in February 2018. 

SHAC's Report 4 documents in photographs the deterioration of the Allen Bridge. Report 4 
also provides historical background on the bridge (who funded the bridge, where did the 
granite come from, who made the metal light poles) to further authenticate the historic 
nature of this granite arch bridge and the importance of its preservation. 

Commissioner Maureen Griffith reminded the group about the State of Connecticut's plan to 
build a roundabout at the site of the Holt fountain in front of the Warren Memorial Town 
Hall. SHAC has deep concern about the use of the Allen Bridge as a detour for Rte. 190 
traffic, given that it is rated for low-speed, low-volume usage. Ms. Griffith urged the 

Commission to seek information about this as soon as possible. Chairman leonard Clark 
suggested and the group agreed that an informational meeting must be arranged with Dennis 
Milanovich (Town of Stafford Engineer), Rick Zulich (Town of Stafford, Department Head, 
Dept. of Public Works), and Matt Vail (Project Manager, Bureau of Engineering and 
Construction, ConnDOT). 

3 




Commissioner Becky Kraussmann checked online, and it appears that the Main Street 

roundabout project is now scheduled for 2020, whereas the Rte. 319/Rte. 190 roundabout 

project is scheduled to begin in mid-June 2019. SHAC agreed that protecting the Allen Bridge 

is a major goal of the Commission. 

Mr. Passardi asked how long SHAC should wait before checking in with First Selectman Mitta 

about retrieval of the Allen Bridge's granite veneer from the river bed. Chairman Clark said 

that when Report 4 on the Allen Bridge is ready to send to Ms. Mitta (that is, within a day or 

two), his cover email to her will ask about when retrieval ofthe stones is to occur. 

4. 	 Discussion of (a) whether SHAC should recommend to the BOS the establishment of a 

Historic District in the Main Street area and (b) what role the Commission might play In 

rekindling awareness of the fact that Stafford Hollow is already a National Register Historic 
District. Also should the latter be part of a 300th anniversary awareness project? 

Ms. Magura made a motion to table this discussion until the next meeting; Ms. Kraussmann 

seconded the motion. The motion unanimously passed. 

S. 	 Discussion of whether SHAC should compile a list of Town-owned buildings that fall within 

the scope of SHAC's mandate. 

Ms. Magura made a motion to table this discussion until the next meeting; Mr. Ingraham 

seconded the motion. The motion unanimously passed. 

6. 	 Old business: There was no old business. 

7. 	 New business. There was no new business. 

8. 	 Public comment. No townspeople attended this meeting, so there was no public comment. 

9. 	 Adjournment. Becky Kraussmann made a motion to adjourn, and Maureen Griffith seconded 

the motion, which unanimously passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
,/fr ~_ 

/:j}J)fJ1fr"-
Beth Magura 
Recording Secretary 
Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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